Momence Bottling / Orange Kist Bottling Company 


Founded in 1892 as the Island Park Bottling company by Arden Sherwood, the business had been 
operated by three generations of the family under three names, the original, later the Momence 
Bottling company and since the late 1920’s as the Orange Kist Bottling company. 


Claude Sherwood, son of the founder, became active in the 
business in the 1920’s and retired in the 1950’s when the 
management was assumes by two sons, Arnold, who had been 
active since the early 30’s, and Gaylord (Mike), who had 
entered the business a few years later. 


History from the 1942 Momence Paper 


In 1892 Arden., father of Claude, bought the business which 
had been in operation for some time. The year 1942 marks the 
50". anniversary of the firm whose policy of quality and 
service had ever been maintained despite the keen 
competition of late years. 


The maximum capacity of the pop factory is 500 cases a day. 
Fifteen flavors of drinks are put up in 7, 12 and 32 oz. bottles. i 

Three trucks deliver the beverages to 50 towns within a radius 

of 35 miles. Orange Kist is a franchise line of products. Arden Sherwood 


Of great importance in the manufacture of all beverages is the water. Foreign contents in city water do 
not allow a perfect mix for a uniform product and the local plant is fortunate in having a spring fed well 
for its water supply. 


For many years Claude was associated with his father, Arden, who passed away in 1941. After the 
father’s retirement in 1930, he took over the responsibilities of the management and now Arnold, the 
third generation in the family is continuing in the footsteps of this father and grandfather. 


The Sherwood family has always been active in community activities and since the formation of the 
Gladiolus Festival Association, both the above men have taken mush interest and responsibility in the 
annual celebration. 


The Orange Kist Bottling company, was the oldest or second oldest firm of its kind in the State of Illinois, 
ceased operations in January 1962. 


Momence Bottling Company — Photo courtesy of Kathy Sherwood Sievers. 


Before it was Kist bottling company, it was Momence bottling company. Here is old label on 
a cigar box from my Great Grandfathers desk - Kathy Sherwood Sievers 
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Kist Bottling Company - Photo courtesy of Kathy Sherwood Sievers. 


Above is a photo inside the "Pop Shop" as we called it. Top row on the left is Claude 
Sherwood, Unknown, Virgil "Shorty" Sherwood. Front row is Arnold Sherwood on the left 
and George Turrell on the right — Kathy Sherwood Sievers 


The Sherwood's made a private club mix also 
at the Momence bottling company. 
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Arden Sherwood, founder and Claude Sherwood at the "Pop Shop” 


